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Go and Love Foundation has long been committed to supporting
the gospel and education work in Myanmar. Two years ago,
the outbreak of civil war in Myanmar forced many young people to
leave their homes in search of a safer life and better educational
opportunities. The United States became one of their main choices;
however, for these students far from home, adapting to a new
culture, language, and academic environment has been a significant
challenge.

In March of this year, a devastating earthquake struck Myanmar,
further exacerbating the turmoil already caused by the civil war.
Many families were displaced, and the future of many students
became even more uncertain. Yet, in the midst of these unexpected
hardships, we have witnessed God's marvelous provision, as
many Myanmar students in the U.S. have received care and, more
importantly, the opportunity to hear the gospel.

None of this happened by chance. It is through God's plan and
His work that this ministry of helping international students has
been established. God's love is intricate, complete, and beyond our
comprehension. He has prepared the right resources and people,
moving many to work together in unity. This work is not something
that one person or a few individuals can accomplish alone; rather,
it is the marvelous guidance of God that has enabled Go and Love
Foundation and ISF (International Students Fellowship) to join hands
in supporting these young students through language learning,
academic guidance, cultural exchange, and emotional care, helping
them find warmth and belonging in a foreign land.

A hymn by the Heavenly Melody Choir, "God’'s Way," reminds us:
"God's ways are higher than human ways... He has a blueprint
in His heart, and His timing is never wrong..." We firmly believe
that God's guidance surpasses our understanding, and His plan is
always the best. In this issue of "Touch," we have invited our board
members, staff, ISF coworkers, and Myanmar students to share their
experiences of God's blueprint in their lives, bearing witness to His
amazing works.

"May God be gracious to us and bless us and make His face
shine upon us, so that Your ways may be known on earth,
Your salvation among all nations."” - Psalm 67:1-2
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he United States is a multicultural country, home to people from

various ethnicities, languages, and cultural backgrounds. This
diversity presents unique opportunities for spreading the gospel but
also brings certain challenges. North American Christians should
recognize that mission work is not only about reaching distant
nations; it is also about seizing the opportunities God has provided
to preach the gospel to various ethnic groups right where we are.

1. Opportunities for Cross-Cultural Ministry in the United States

The U.S. is one of the most culturally and ethnically diverse nations
in the world, offering a fertile ground for gospel outreach. Across
cities and suburbs, immigrant communities from all over the globe
provide abundant opportunities for Christians to build relationships
with people from different cultural backgrounds.

Communities such as those of Chinese, Korean, Japanese, Arab, and
Latin American descent serve as bridges for the church to reach
out and share the gospel. By learning the language and customs of
these communities, the church can foster trust and understanding,
making evangelism more effective.

Additionally, many international students and professionals come to
the United States to study and work. Some may eventually become
leaders in their own countries. If Christians share the gospel with
them while they are here, these individuals could become key
messengers of the gospel in their native countries, further spreading
God's word around the world.
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2. Challenges of Cross-Cultural Ministry in the United States

While the opportunities are vast, the cross-cultural ministry does
come with challenges. Cultural and language barriers can hinder
evangelism. Many ethnic groups may have misconceptions about
Christianity, or even reject it due to its Western associations.
Christians must learn to understand and respect the customs and
values of these cultures to effectively build relationships and share
the gospel.

Furthermore, immigrants from religious backgrounds such as
Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism may harbor prejudices towards
Christianity, or face pressure from their families and communities,
making it more difficult for them to embrace the gospel. In these
situations, Christians must practice patience, compassion, and
love—allowing the seeds of the gospel to take root through genuine
relationships and faithful living.

To address these challenges, some churches have set up special
study groups and cultural exchange programs for Muslim
communities. These efforts help dismantle misunderstandings and
create an environment conducive to the spreading of the gospel.

3. A Call to Action for North American Christians

Romans 1:14-16 reminds us that Paul felt a deep responsibility to
share the gospel with everyone, regardless of their background
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or status. We, too, are called to engage in cross-cultural ministry
in today’s multicultural society. Here are some specific ways North
American Christians can respond:

1. Pray: Seek God’'s guidance to open our eyes to the needs of the
diverse ethnic groups around us. Ask for wisdom to connect with
them and understand their unique challenges.

2. Evangelism in Everyday Life: Look for opportunities to build
relationships with people from different cultures in our daily lives—
whether at work, in school, or in our communities. This could include
forming friendships with international students, volunteering, or
helping immigrants adjust to their new life in the U.S.

3. Provide Support Services: Many immigrants and refugees face
language barriers that make it difficult for them to access the gospel.
Churches can offer language support, translation services, legal aid,
and other resources to help them integrate into local society while
also creating opportunities to share the gospel with them.

God has brought people from all nations to our doorstep. This is
both an opportunity and a responsibility that He has given us. Let us
not limit our evangelism to distant lands, but also become faithful
messengers of God's love in every corner around us. Like Paul, let us
boldly spread the gospel to all cultures and ethnic groups without
fear or shame. Let us hope that many churches and believers in this
diverse society will become shining lights, illuminating every corner
in need of the gospel.
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As a Board member of the Go & Love Foundation, I've had
the privilege of witnessing how our ministry has evolved.
Traditionally, we sent short-term teaching teams to Myanmar, but
the outbreak of civil war forced us to halt these missions due to
safety concerns. In response, we pivoted to an online teaching
model, bringing together teachers from Asia and the U.S. to educate
Myanmar students remotely. This approach worked for a time—
until one of the warring factions shelled a power station, cutting off
electricity and bringing our online program to an abrupt halt.

At the 2023 Board Meeting, Betty Chou, our CEO, reflected on these
challenges and suggested that perhaps God was redirecting our
mission. Instead of sending teams to Myanmar, it seemed that God
was bringing Myanmar's students to the U.S. This shift in perspective
raised critical questions: Where were these students? And how could
we reach them?
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Betty pointed out that a significant number of Myanmar students
were attending community colleges in the Bay Area, including De
Anza College. Intrigued by this new direction, I offered my help.
Betty connected me with Juno Wang, who had connections with the
Myanmar student ministry at De Anza. Through Juno, I met Norm
Jang, who had extensive experience in ministering to international
students and a strong relationship with the college’s international
student office.

I shared our foundation’s new vision with Juno and Norm, expressing
my desire to support the Myanmar student ministry. However, I was
not in a position to start a new ministry from scratch, as that would
require a meeting space and a team of dedicated volunteers—
resources I did not have. Norm, who had retired from student
ministry at De Anza, suggested I partner with the International
Student Fellowship (ISF) led by Gary and Terry at Valley Church. With
Betty’s blessing, Go & Love Foundation partnered with ISF, and in
April 2024, I began serving with them.

Every Thursday evening, from 6:30 PM to 9:30 PM, the student
ministry gathers at the Valley Church Student Center (Building 6). A
group of dedicated volunteer drivers transports students from De
Anza College to the church. Dinner is served at 6:30 PM, thanks to
a team of volunteers who cook and prepare the meals. At 7:30 PM,
we engage in worship with a few songs, followed by Bible study or
guest speaker sessions on topics relevant to students’ lives. Recently,
for example, two medical professionals provided a talk on healthcare
and even demonstrated an ultrasound
procedure. (Please see the photo of this
event below.)

We also hold special events, such as birthday
celebrations. (Please see the photo below of
one such celebration.) The night concludes
with group games at 9 PM, followed by
cleanup and transportation assistance for
students who need a ride back.

After a year of serving with ISF, I realized
that God had indeed provided what I once
lacked—a location for students to meet and
a committed group of volunteers. On any
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given Thursday, around 10+ volunteers and 20+ students participate.
Most of the students are from Myanmar, with a few from China,
Hong Kong, and other Southeast Asian countries. This ministry is
both unique and deeply needed. Many of these students are young,
under 25, new to the country, and have few American friends.
They seek food, transportation, and
trustworthy adults to offer guidance
and support—gaps that this ministry
strives to fill.

One volunteer expressed it beautifully:
having experienced Christ's love,
he now wants to share it with these \
students. I, too, have been deeply |nsp|red by the dedication of
our volunteers, who sacrifice their time and resources to serve.
Personally, this ministry has presented its own challenges. How do I
connect with students who are less than half my age? What common
ground do we share? These were questions I wrestled with—until
God provided an answer.

I realized that I enjoy buffets, and unlike my peers, who often
avoid them for health reasons, these students never turn down an
invitation to try buffets. So, I began inviting students and young
volunteers to buffets and restaurants as a way to connect with
them. Through shared meals, conversations flow naturally, and
relationships are built. This simple act of hospitality has become my
way of reaching out and showing Christ's love.

Looking back, I am amazed at how God has guided this journey.
What began as a roadblock in Myanmar has transformed into a
powerful opportunity to minister to Myanmar students right here
in the Bay Area. The foundation’s mission has not ended—it has
simply taken a new direction, and I am grateful to be a part of it. I
look forward to the amazing things God will continue to do through
this ministry. Our God is always wonderful, and His ways are always
higher than ours.

"Having experienced Christ’s love, he now wants to share it
with these students. "
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Building Bridges of Love and Trust with International Students
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hirty-eight years ago, my wife and I met as students at San Jose

State University, where we were both part of a vibrant Christian
fellowship. That time remains one of the most memorable of our
younger years—a foundation upon which much of our lives have
been built.

In recent months, my wife and I have started to participate in an
international student fellowship (ISF) in Cupertino. We're serving
students at Foothill and De Anza Colleges, many of whom are
Burmese refugees displaced by the war in their home country. These
students have found a new life studying in the U.S.

It is undeniable that the younger generation will shape the future
of the world, and we hope to influence their lives with the love and
truth of Christ. The International Student Fellowship is a unique
platform that helps students from different cultural backgrounds
overéome barriers, build friendships, and discover common grounds
‘tin their interactions. Such cross- cultural interactions are not only
‘ val u—able, but;'al_sp,pr_i.ggl:e$$

Forw students coming from war-torn countries, such as Burma
__ and Ukraine, an environment like the fellowship can be a place of
heallng In a world ofty—mar ( ncertainty and pain, these
4 young people need to find~ refage a safe space where peace,
. laughter, and joy cande found.
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When we first met the
students, we didn’'t know
them. What would we
need'to do to touch
the hearts of these |
international students?
How do we build trust |
and connection when the %2
world around us is filled 5/‘§”w

with prejudice, hatred, division, and even danger?

The key is to go back to the beginning—treat them with dignity and
care for them as family, because everyone in the world, regardless
of color or race, is created in God's image (Gen 1:27).

As time passed, my wife and I developed a deeper relationship with
these students. We no longer appear to be superior, nor do we think
that we are superior to them. Instead, we treat them as friends,
walking with them through the journey of life. This attitude got
me thinking about how Jesus was personally involved in the lives

of his disciples—they were fishermen,
and Jesus chose to enter their world. We
try to do the same-play the games they
love and embrace the role of being a
"newbie." These games may seem simple,
but they are powerful opportunities to
build love for one another. We discovered
that it's not just about the game, but
that it's about opening up and being
sincere to each other, experiencing
the joy of winning with them, and even
- | experiencing the loss of losing the game
X M together.

At one point, when a leader was discussing the connection between
the Bible and Chinese characters, we sat with several Burmese
students and tried to write their own Chinese names. Myanmar
students shared their names in Chinese and laughed as they tried
to recall their childhood surnames. Looking at them, I smiled to
acknowledge their efforts and express my appreciation. Then, I
bravely acted as a "student" and asked them to teach-us some
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Burmese. Since we knew nothing about Burmese, I humorously said
that Burmese writing looks like circles! Such relaxed and pleasant
interactions shortened the distance between us.

My curiosity led me to ask one of the Burmese students if he had
ever been to China. He immediately found a photo from his mobile
phone. It was a precious photo of a trip to China with his family
when he was three years old. In the photo, he is smiling and being
held in his father’s arms. This photo reminded him of his family far
away and of the deep longing he had for his family while studying
in a foreign country. It was a wonderful moment that deepened the
trust between us and our students in Myanmar.

Approaching others when they are in need and responding with
care and compassion like the Good Samaritan often deepen
relationships. We noticed an Indonesian student who broke his
leg. One day, I approached him and asked him how he got hurt.
During the chat, when he heard that we were going to Indonesia,
he took the initiative to share what he thought would be helpful to
us. He told us: “Don't communicate from a superior position, saying
‘Muslims are wrong and we are right." Many people are already at
difficult times and low points in their lives. Instead, share how Jesus
has helped you in your struggles and let them into your world.”

These words made us deeply reflect on our misunderstandings
about Indonesian Muslims and helped us better understand their
situation.

One night I watched the students play, carefreely and innocently,
their laughter full of joy and innocence. The simplicity and purity
of heart that these students expressed during their interaction
amazed me. Although they live in a world that often feels broken
and divided, they.feel incredibly safe in the love and acceptance of
fellowship. TH ment reminded me of Jesus' 5 in Matthew
18:3: “Unless you turn and betome like tittle children,| will never
enter the kingdom of heaven.”

It dawned on that these students were experiencing the
embrace and | f Jesus. Their hearts became pure, trusting, and
full of expectd in thﬂel@ﬁwship. In those precious moments, I
knew that we were witnessing the beauty of th&Kingdom of God

unfolding before our eyes.
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You pull into the church parking lot, your car filled with new
students. They've just completed their orientation, where they
absorbed a whirlwind of information, all while trying to navigate the
complexities of settling into life in a new country. Less than a week
into their journey, they now have a chance to breathe. Some are
chatting animatedly in English, their native languages, or a mix of
both, while a few are quietly reflecting, taking in the magnitude of
what they've experienced so far.

As you open the doors and greet them with a warm smile, the
excitement of this growing community is evident. Older students,
equally thrilled to welcome newcomers, rush over to meet them.
Together, everyone heads into the hall, greeted by refreshing water,
snacks, and a heartfelt welcome. The newcomers look around and
see a relaxed atmosphere, with games like table tennis, foosball,
Jenga, Uno, and Tsuro in full swing. An invitation is made to join
a friendly game of frisbee or volleyball on the lawn, offering the
perfect chance to practice English, relax, and unwind from the stress
of this new chapter.

After a while, with new friendships starting to form over games,
the volunteer team and student leaders are ready to serve dinner.
For some, it might be the first time hearing someone pray. It's a
beautiful moment that sets the tone for the weeks ahead, where

"This is the time
of the week I most
look forward to!"
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activities and opportunities to
connect will continue to grow.
New students exchange contact
information, building bridges with
team members and student leaders.
Everyone is beginning to realize
this experience is going to be far
more fun and supportive than
they could’'ve imagined. There's
something truly special about a
group that genuinely cares.

As an international student from Myanmar, you're incredibly grateful
to have discovered this community. After hiking together on the
weekend, your classes start, and the reality of navigating this new
life starts to feel overwhelming. But the support of student leaders
who've already reached out with words of encouragement makes
all the difference. You're reminded of how important it is to call your
family back home each morning and evening, sharing the joy of
meeting new friends and embracing new experiences. It almost feels
like an extension of your family, and your parents are so happy for
you.

The week unfolds with more opportunities to connect—lunches, a
dinner with thirty other students, and, before you know it, the week
is coming to a close. More games, fun times strumming on the
group’s music equipment, and the delicious homemade boba milk
tea. A highlight is the God'’s Story Bible app on your phones, where
each week a new student leads a discussion based on the app’s
questions. You're excited because next week, it's your turn to lead.
You tell your parents how fun it is to learn about something so much
bigger than all of us, how you're discovering someone who loves
you just as you are, and how the community here is always ready to
support you.

My Indian friend Preet said, "This is the time of the week I most
look forward to!" I began to understand why he said that. I heard
that some of them were even willing to help me learn how to drive
in this new country...If I wanted to. This journey has been more
fulfilling and interesting for me than I imagined.
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Cross-Cultural Mission: Serving International Students and
Spreading the Gospel in the Bay Area
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Terry Yu, ISI Missionary
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Iam Terry Yu, a missionary at International Students, Inc. (ISI),
serving international students from various countries who come
to study in the San Francisco Bay Area. I am thankful to the Lord for
the opportunity to cooperate with the Go and Love Foundation to
fulfill the great mission of discipling all nations.

g

As a former international student. I
: GHEgsiSTORY understand the needs and challenges
of international students very well. I
started working as a co-worker in the
International Student Fellowship (ISF)
in 2013 and took my children with
me to serve. In 2016, God inspired
me to become a missionary of ISI,
responsible for the ministry of ISF.

The Welcoming Dinner and Cultural Night are our biggest outreach
events, through which we welcome new students and introduce ISF.
In recent years, because of the civil war in Myanmar, many young
people have left Myanmar. Therefore, we have come into contact
with many students from Myanmar, and most of them have never
been exposed to the gospel. Because they miss their hometown,
"Celebrating Myanmar New Year" has become the most popular
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activity. Every year, as many as ten schools in the Bay Area, from
more than 20 countries, and 300 people participate. We sang songs
in English and Burmese, preached the message that Jesus is the
living water, prayed for Myanmar, and finally celebrated the Burmese
New Year by splashing water on each other. This is a place where
gospel seeds were sown, and then we invited them to participate
in weekly fellowship and church meetings. Thank the Lord that
many of the students who have come to ISF and who have never
been exposed to the gospel now believe in the Lord, are baptized,
participate in church services, lead other students to believe in the
Lord, participate in church short-term missions, and even organize
short-term mission teams for international students. The goal of
our ministry is to train these students to become missionaries!

We are very excited to have the
opportunity to influence these
influential people. We can exert
influence in all walks of life in the

ian fellowship who welcomes

fU ture to g I 0 rlfy t h e name of th e international students from all nations!

+ Yo in nited S
Lord. We also hope to cooperate N i e

-+ Ment lege, career, and life goals
more with churches and gospel Dl e st

guidance, service projects, &

transt

organizations to expand the
kingdom of God.

Matthew 28:19 “Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.” Thank the Lord
for giving us the opportunity to

preach to people in many countries without having to travel far, so
that we can fulfill the great commission of the kingdom of God.

"Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit."” - Matthew 28:19
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Hi everyone, my name is Khin Sabai Aung, and I am an
international student from Myanmar (Burma) studying
computer science at De Anza College. I am currently in my second
year, and I hope to transfer to a UC in Fall 2026. All of my family is
living back in Myanmar except my cousin, Jennifer, who recently
moved from the Bay Area to Chicago. I can say that I was blessed to
be able to come to the US with her because I didn't get to feel lonely
for one bit as she was with me the whole first year of getting used
to the country. If I am being honest, our journey to America can be
a testimony to itself. With all the civil war situations and inflation
being sky-high, it was hard to convince my family to be able to come
here. It was difficult financially, and visas were hard to obtain. Plus,
I was lost about the major I wanted to choose for my studies. My
cousin and I relied on God so much that afterward, no matter the
obstacles, things went by very smoothly. We were able to convince
our parents and entire extended family, and we traveled to Brunei
for the visa interview. We got rejected. The first hour after rejection,
we were disheartened, but the very next hour, after praying, we got
uplifted right away, feeling assured that if it is in God's plan, it will
happen anyway, and God'’s plan is always the best. So right then and
there, we instantly got flight tickets to Vietnam and scheduled an
appointment there. We were told that it was not a good idea to do
visa interviews back to back, especially after getting rejected the first
time, but both of us (not only one) were able to pass the interview
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and get the visa, and we came to the US. It truly felt like God meant
us to come here.

The first week of being here, we went to ISF. Everyone was so
welcoming and inviting that it felt like a safe place, and I decided to
participate weekly. It was just a fun environment as [ got to meet
people and became friends with them. Then my cousin and I had to
move to another apartment, and Gary, one of the ISF volunteers, was
there for us and helped us move all our stuff to the new apartment.
Ever since then, Gary has helped us a lot, and due to people like him
and other volunteers who have also helped us, my relationship with
God became so much stronger than it ever was back in my country.
This made me think that God sent me here because He wanted
to make our relationship deeper and surround me with amazing
Christian-like-minded people. I am so grateful to all the people who
have made me feel less lonely and supported, as if I never got away
from my family, especially ISF volunteers.

I felt God spiritually on a new level after I got to the US. I trusted
God more and let Him pave my way and can wholeheartedly leave
everything up to God. I feel this the most whenever I take an exam,
and I can feel God's presence and his guidance while answering
exams the most. No matter how unready I felt, I would pray in the
exam room, and instantly, I would know the answer to the questions
I thought I would never be able to remember. The most memorable
times and the most connected
I felt with God, though, were i
when I went on a mission &
trip and a conference. Those
moments made me want to
serve God more and even put
the idea of pursuing ministry X
for life. Those are thoughts I ne .
have never had before, and .
those trips really opened my

eyes to helping and serving

others. These instances make

it truly worthwhile for me to go

through all these obstacles to

get to the US.

N

il
L N '11.
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Currently, there was an earthquake in Myanmar about 3 days ago,
and it destroyed homes and killed over 2,000 people. Myanmar
is also in the midst of a coup and severe inflation, so life there is
extremely difficult. I would like to request prayers for my country,
for people to be able to get out of the military dictatorship, for the
safety of my people, and for the country to stop losing lives. I also
would like to request prayers that we could recover from all the
disasters, like the earthquake and flooding that happened a while
ago, too, and become a very strong and united nation again. Thank
you to everyone who prays for us.

Here are some pictures I took in the US: 1st—This is when we had
a girls' embroidery hangout where we shared a small devotion to
friendships. It was a Galentine’s hangout. 2nd—This was with the ISF
team in Texas for the World Changers Conference. US and with ISF
members.
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i! I'm Izzy. I was born in Taiwan but grew up in Myanmar until

2020. Then, I moved back to Taiwan for two years before coming
to the U.S. for college. Currently, I'm studying Child Education and
adjusting to college life here.

When I first arrived in the U.S., everything felt so new and
overwhelming. Iéjdidn:,/tj know how to talk to people and often felt out
of place. But findfhg ISF made a difference for me. It became like a
family—a safe‘J-‘"‘sp/a'_cie where I didn't have to pretend to be someone
I'm not. \l /724

Learning about American culture has been both funny and
surprising. People here often ask, “How are you?” but don't always
wait for an answer! I also had to get used to saying “thank you"” more
frequently than I did back home. But I've also seen how open and
kind people can be, and I appreciate that.

One of the most meaningful parts of being here has been getting
to know Jesus more deeply. Before, I only knew about Him, but now
He is much more real. Through ISF and my school community, I've
started to feel that Jesus truly sees me and cares about what I
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go through. Sometimes, it's through small things—Wikea .o__r:ﬁedné_ ==
praying for me or sharing a Bible verse at just the right time.

Honestly, I still have a lot of questions. I wonder how to fgl[y { ust.
Jesus, especially when life seems uncertain. I want to believe that Hé\
has a good plan for me, but it's hard at times.

If Jesus were to show up in front of me today, I think I would ask,
“Are you proud of me?” And I would thank Him for never leaving me,
even when I doubted Him, and for bringing people into my life who
love me and help me grow.

Please pray that I will find more peace in my heart and clarity about
my future. And that I will continue to grow in faith, one step at a
time.
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Response Form

Name: Telephone:

Address: E-mail:

I wish to participate in the following projects of the GOAL

o Donation

Medical Service $ Donation Methods

Mailing Checks: Go and Love Foundation
. 433 Airport Blvd, Suite 218
Education $ Burlingame, CA 94010

Financial Aid (Annual):

Community Development $

(Please make checks payable to Go and
O High School- $520 per student Love Foundation)
Paypal: golovefoundation.org/donation

Zelle: GO AND LOVE FOUNDATION

serve@golovefoundation.org

[ College - $690 per student
Other Subjects

$ Tax deductible receipt will be sent to you.

e Ministry Involvement

[J You are welcome to introduce your [] I am interested in short-term/long-
ministry or fellowship at our church. term service in this area: Please

Please contact us: contact me:

Other suggestions
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