2()1Q &=i#@iR SPRING / SUMMER ISSUE



RS A B

In Their Shoes IR0 R

Editor's Note (Crystal Mak)

SEZH  BRMA-RAREESMNE - BITRE - BRSEIA
PEESXTRNATHE  SUSHRTIAD— - SERSTHLR
FRITEN B - BRIRELS -

SELEVansEBE - EEMXOHAL  RABNE » [ZATHE
215 7 SENESTRHERN | | BRI - EXLERD  RNFHET
NRZANTERBATBER | B RNDRBESOAE - MBHDT
FEFHEN TSRS -

EAHE  RMFEONRSRINREEDANSR - BERTHT
AARNRSHEPHERIGNES « BIISEENS T PRI
EINES  AMENESTASNBLLE [BOFERTON) BEE
MR -

BEE10:150 : MBS BEEOA - BEOWKETSES 1 ) B
RPMERS SRBSIORRF - 2R04 - LRERTEIAR -

) .o @
When our team finally stepped off of the plane in Yangon, Myanmar
last March, I could not help but notice the locals’ footwear of choice.
All were wearing flip-flops of varying styles, patterns, and colors. Peo-
ple of all ages sported the slipper while doing activities such as play-
ing basketball, shopping in the market or even riding motorcycles.

The first few thoughts that popped into my head as I paced around
Yangon in my black Vans sneakers were skeptical, “Are wearing flip-
flops like this safe? These shoes can easily fall off their feet!” Then I
was reminded that what may seem normal to some people may be

(Continue on P32)
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Not long ago, an elder in the Bay Area forwarded a video from Myan-
mar Chinese Network News about a parent helping his 3-year-old
child take drugs, which caused widespread concern in the public.
Based on the child’s gestures, it can be seen that the child is already
addicted to drugs. There is also more horrifying data: According to
statistics, between 400,000 and 500,000 people in Myanmar abuse
drugs such as crystal meth, duckweed pills, or ephedrine, which often
leads to mental confusion. Earlier this year, a local preacher sent me
two disturbing photos. One of them was of a young drug addict who
told his wife that he cooked chicken in a pot, which turned out to
be their daughter inside. The other photo was of a drug addict who
chopped up his mother without knowing it.

Myanmar is in such poverty, how can people afford drugs? These
children are so young! How can parents allow them take drugs?
According to local medical work-
ers, some drug dealers deliberately
lower prices in order to attract cus- |
tomers. Duckweed pills cost 500
Yuan (US$0.33) and ephedrine costs
200 Yuan (US$0.13), making it easily &
accessible to more people. The age |
of smokers is becoming younger and

younger. Perhaps this is due to the local environment. People are less

eager to learn and grow in education and are more susceptible to the
temptation of escaping through drugs.

(BB ) 2019FBE



In March this year, our group of 9 people held a multi-day camp in
Northern Myanmar with the theme, “True Freedom”. It was designed
to encourage local Christians who are still taking drugs on how to
rely on the Lord and completely break free from the bondage of
drugs. At that time, I noticed that during the daily lectures, many
bare-footed children covered in dirt from head to toe, ran in and out
of the church.

Most of the locals live simply. Many women marry early due to the
effects of poverty, and some even have children at the age of 14.
These women do not have much education and do not even think
about the importance of education when raising children. Parents’
only hope for their children is to be fed, warm, and grow up every
day. Many have the mindset that making money is more important
than education or studies, which is why children as young as 12 or
13 years old must also
go out to work and earn
money.

There are many similar
situations around many
parts of the world, espe-
cially in countries with a
high poverty rate. Pov-
erty leads to disregard
for education. In order to escape from poverty, people must have a

good quality education.

What shocked me during this trip was seeing how weak the basic
education system was in the local area. It not only lacked all kinds
of teaching resources, but there was also a shortage of teachers and
manpower. Primary school teachers only had the education level of
graduating from junior high school.

In the future, Go and Love Foundation plans to partner with local
schools to enhance the teaching quality of local teachers through
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providing teachers’ training courses that equip them with new tech-
niques, skills and teaching materials. We also want to increase in
students’ interest in learning, improve teaching facilities, and more.
In March of this year, two overseas teachers held a teachers' training
course at a local church, which affirmed the value of teachers and
many felt that they had benefited greatly.

For one young local man, because his parents gave him the
opportunity to go to school to study Burmese and Chinese, he is
now a very good preacher. This young evangelist now runs the Hope
Student Center, which is designed to care for children from parents
who abuse drugs, have passed away, or are imprisoned due to drug
trafficking. The preacher gives the children the opportunity to
attend school. The children go to Burmese school to learn Burmese
and English during the day, and learn Chinese and the Bible in the
afternoon. Children can then have new, encouraging life and envi-
ronment. There are currently 28 children at the Center, ages 7 to 16.
4 staff members help him run the center and care for the children.

Go and Love Foundation will match the center in this work, and send
teachers to teach the children to grow in, “wisdom and stature, and
in favor with God and man” (Luke 2:52). One day, they may become
vessels of the Lord to touch other people’s lives!

In the field of education, Go and Love can only do
so much. I hope that this will inspire you all to move
with urgency. Let us do our best, and give more
children the opportunity to receive education to

change their lives.
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® The Go and Love Headquarters successfully relocated to
Burlingame in Northern California on January 7, 2019 for a
5-year lease term.

m Due to changes in China’s policies and management system,
their business guidance office ceased to exist and had to be re-
placed. With the assistance of the Provincial Public Security De-
partment, the Yunnan Federation of Returned Overseas Chinese
now oversees Go and Love in Yunnan.
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® In Yunnan Province, the Peach Blossoms Elementary
School Building Project in Taohua Village of Yulong County,
Lijiang has been completed and there will be a donation cer-
emony in late June.

® In mid-February, Betty Chou was invited to Xuzhou, Jiangsu
to give an encouraging talk to students in the financial aid pro-
gram. Due to changes in the government management system,
the financial aid evaluation across Yunnan was postponed until
this summer.

® In late March, a team of 9 short-term volunteers went to the
Namsalup, Northern Myanmar, to participate in the first camp
and teachers training organized by the Hope Student Center.
The theme of the camp was “True Freedom” and encouraged a
group of traditional Christians to break away from the bondage
of drugs and obtain freedom in Christ.

® From August 5-16, a 2-week long English Bible camp, teach-
ers training, and psychological counseling seminar will be held
in Mangbing and Kutkai in Northern Myanmar.

CANADA

BRANCH

Student Financial Aid Program

m At the beginning of this year, members went to a workshop
to approve new applications for college students: 3 in Cambo-
dia and 11 in Myanmar. There were a total of 21 college students
funded in the 2018-2019 school year, all of whom are Christians
who serve in church institutions.
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Youth Leadership Camp

m We not only hope that the hard-working students will leave
poverty through education but also become the future servant
leaders in the Kingdom of God. The Youth Leadership Train-
ing Camp will be held every year for the next four years. The
first training camp will be held in Myanmar on November 25-27
this year. 40-50 young local Christians will attend, among whom
are college students from Go and Love's Financial Aid Program.
The rest of the youth are recommended by our local ministry
partners or church pastors. We need to recruit volunteers from
North America to help with the training camp.

“GLOW?” Cambodia Partnership - Running
with Christianity

m In order to let local parents and school children understand
the benefits of education, we continue to co-organize the Eng-
lish character summer camp with GLOW. The two-week camp
will be held on August 7-21 this year. Volunteer teachers started
pre-training in June.

®m GLOW Elementary School was built in May this year and we
helped to raise the school’s set up cost. At the same time, we
helped recruit Native English-speaking English teachers to teach
English to primary and secondary school students.

New Middle East Ministry

m We will work with an evangelical church partner in Leba-
non to strengthen existing church ministry, develop refugees,
orphanages, schools and workers training centers, and broad-
cast missions in Arabic. The church is now helping the refu-
gees and practicing Jesus’' teachings of the afflicted and dis-
placed (Matthew 9:35-38), not only taking care of their physical
needs, but also preaching the gospel of love and compassion
for forgiveness.
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HK

BRANCH

Touching Lives
m At the end of 2018, 1,500 copies were distributed to
churches and supporters in Hong Kong. Thanks for all the
prayers and support.

Short-Term Service
m Assisted the Go and Love Headquarters in organizing the
Myanmar Short-Term trip from March 22 to April 1, 20109.

Exploration

® From June 3 to 7, 2019, the Board of Directors met to dis-
cuss a Go and Love representative’s experience in Indone-
sia conducting an initial workshop discussion and evaluation
of the country. The Board recommends arranging a second
workshop and a medical team with the Headquarters from
March 21 to 28, 2020. The medical team will serve as a clinic
and a health lecture.

President Betty Chou

m After passing through Hong Kong in mid-June, President
Betty Chou had the opportunity to share in 4 churches, in-
spiring brothers and sisters with her testimony to step up and
serve. There was a good response.

Lease Renewal
® The Go and Love Hong Kong Office location has renewed
the lease for another 2 years starting in September 2019.

Team
®m Hong Kong Branch needs to recruit more directors to pray
for the promotion of ministry.

Outlook

m Pray for Hong Kong's political situation and that it will
stabilize as soon as possible, for the ability to arrange more
short-term teams, and to bless the needs of different workers.
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I am from the Lisu people group and was born in Namsalup,
Mubang City, Myanmar. In 2004, I went to Lashio Shengguang
Middle School to study. After graduating from high school, I
had the opportunity to work in Singapore, where I attended a
Singapore Agape Church. One Sunday, a pastor of the church
returned from a trip in China and shared about the need for the
gospel and the need for preachers in China. When I heard this
call, my heart was deeply touched, but I immediately thought of
how Myanmar, the “Land of Pagoda”, also needs the gospel and
the preachers. I prayed to God on the spot and said, “Oh God!
I am willing to be a preacher in Myanmar, willing to preach the
gospel, shepherd a church, and cultivate believers.” Thank the
Lord! The grace of God comes to me as a humble person!

Soon after, I left Singapore to return to Myanmar. My heart
was praying for the call from God, and I began to participate in
various ministries in my hometown church, including: teaching
children to study, visiting parents, preaching, etc. A few months
later, brothers and sisters of the church affirmed my desire to
serve the Lord and encouraged me to go to seminary to be more
equipped. In 2012, I entered the Myanmar Christian Missionary
Training Institute to receive formal training and graduated in
2016 with a Bachelor of Theology degree. After graduation, I had
the opportunity to stay in the college and serve in the Christian
Zion Church in Yangon. Thank the Lord, as I look back at every
step I have taken in the past, I experienced God's grace, and I
sincerely offer infinite gratitude to Him.

Another vision and burden

For 3 years, I served in the large city of
Yangon. During that time, I also went
back home to visit my relatives and the
members of the church. I saw a group
of sheep that had no shepherd to
guide them. There were many cultural
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Christians who had lost their original beliefs. They turned to
other things - drug abuse, smoking, drinking, elopement, early
marriage, etc,, it is all very unfortunate. At the same time, min-
isters of the village church need to work every day to support
their families, so that they cannot concentrate on prayer, preach-
ing, teaching and discipleship. Believers become sheep without
grazing. Whenever they encounter difficulties, face pressure, or
disease, they feel that no one cares for them. Therefore, turn to
drugs to numb themselves.

Namsalup is a place where drugs are rampant. A 3-year-old
child will take drugs because they see adults in the family using
drugs. This naturally affects the next generation. Children grow-
ing up in such an environment have no chance to study. They go
out to earn money and support their families when they are 12
or 13 years old. What hopes can they have in their lives? Some
children’s fathers are imprisoned due to drugs, and the mothers
have passed away, leaving behind orphaned children. When I
saw such a situation, I was heartbroken. These children are really
helpless! Psalm 146:9 says, “The LORD protects the strangers,
and supports orphans and widows, but bends the way of the
wicked.” God's inspiration moved me to
leave my comfortable situation in Yangon
and return back to my home to serve this
& group. There are children in need. So, on
- March 4, 2019, I officially left Yangon and
' returned to my hometown.

Before leaving Yangon, I discussed with
my co-workers about our plan to launch the Hope Student
Center in Namsalup to lead the children away from this
drug-abusing environment and to help orphans and parents in
this situation. We prayed in faith! Thank God, after two months
of waiting in early May 2018, I got a response from a sister in
the Lord who was willing to contribute to the construction of
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temporary shelter and support 7 children. We borrowed a piece
of land from a preacher, built a simple, temporary house on
it, and received 12 children into the program. Praise God, the
Namsalup Hope Student Center was officially established on
May 27 that same year. I am very grateful that the children who
come to the Center now have the opportunity to study. We
have two full-time evangelists to teach the children. In just a few
months, the children have experienced significant growth in their
learning and character, and their lives have changed signifi-
cantly. The children’s changes have spread throughout Northern
Myanmar and became a great testimony. May the Lord be glori-
fied! In 2019, God moved some brothers and sisters to help us
buy a two-story house. After renovation, it was officially opened
after Thanksgiving on March 16th. We currently accepted 28
children by faith.

Nothing can be done through people, but with God all things
are possible! Thanks to the Lord'’s preparation, the children now
have a safe place to stay. In addition to studying at the school,
the children also learn the Word of God, musical instruments and
computers at the Center. All of this is done through the grace of
God. I am touched to see people of the Lord both at home and
abroad for contributing to our needs. We ask God to remember
every person who works with us.

Prayer:
1. For the safety, health, learning and spiritual growth of children
2. Ask God to prepare a teacher who can teach children faithfully
3. The children must walk to Chinese school for more than 60
minutes a day. At temperatures as high as 33 degrees Celsius,
walking in hot weather is not easy. We pray and
ask God to prepare a gospel car for us. In addi-
tion to picking up and dropping off the children,
it can be used as a vehicle for missions.
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On one of our last days in Myanmar, we were fortunate enough
to visit the Gospel Drug Treatment Center. This is a Christian
drug rehabilitation center located on the hillside of the suburbs
in Lashio. Our car slowly drove through a narrow, one-way road
that had barbed wire lined along the walls as if it was a high se-
curity prison that prevented us from going back. Eventually, we
entered the drug rehabilitation center property.

As we walked up the hill, we met and listened to the dean of the
center share about the property. Suddenly, we looked up and in
front of us stood the grave of the center’s founding father. We
all stopped at the same time, silently read the inscription, and
became filled with emotion. Teacher Chou choked up a little, and
after a long silence, she whispered to the tombstone: “The old
dean, although we have not met each other, I want to thank you,
you have done such a wonderful job for the Lord, we must use
you as our example. You are now resting on the ground, and in
the Father, we will meet in the future!” After saying this, we were
silent for a long time, only hearing the sounds of birds chirping
within the trees.
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At around 2 o'clock, the patients started to come out of their
dormitories to go to their bible study class. When they saw us,
they looked a little surprised to see visitors, but reached out with
great enthusiasm and shook our hands to welcome us all. Obvi-
ously, they had already regarded this place as their home.

"We cherish every moment, live a new life for the Lord, and work
hard for the eternal kingdom. Come and run together to pro-
claim the good news. May the world know the gospel of the Lord
Jesus. The glory of the Lord overcomes the power of Satan in the
name of Christ..."” In their song, I listened to their powerful voices
sing of this new life in repentance for yesterday, thankfulness for
today, and a vision for tomorrow.

“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?
...But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” This is a group of prodigal sons who have already
returned home. This is a group of Christ’s elite soldiers. This is a
group of people who have experienced “death” and “resurrec-
tion” in being born again!

The first two weeks, also referred to
as the "golden two weeks,” of drug
rehabilitation are the most challeng-
ing and critical time for patients. Since
the patients are detoxifying, they
rarely use drugs and spend their time
reading and praying. Therefore, many
episodes of “cursing”, “violence”, and
“escape” occur and it is difficult for them to listen to the dean. I
can only imagine how arduous the responsibilities and challeng-
es that fall on the dean and the co-workers. I even dare say that
if there was no calling to this ministry, no one would be willing to
start it; if there is no mission, no one can persist!

(Continue on P32)
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Du'ring our travels to Myanmar in March, we visited the home of |
a timid little girl in 2nd grade named Ou En Ying (E*&%) whom
we support through Hope Student Center. En Ying has 4 other
sisters; the youngest is less than a year old, while the eldest is
around 14 years old. Her father is a drug addict and was not
around. En Ying's mother tried to buy land for her family to build
ahome, but it turned to be a scam and the land actually belonged
to the government. Without much money or a place to stay, her
family had to live on their neighbor’s land and build a temporary
structure out of metal and bamboo. Later on, we found that they
saved enough money to buy land for their home! En Ying is now
at the Hope Student Center program and has the opportunity to
learn about God's love and attend classes with other children!
Support children like En Ying today!
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It has been 20 years since I was baptized in Sacramento in 1998.
I am very grateful for my continuous growth in Christ. From
when I first believed until now and through fellow believers and
co-workers, I am able to enjoy the fullness of life by faith. “There-
fore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” This is
the great mission the Lord Jesus told us Christians to do, but un-
fortunately, I have not participated in cross-cultural short-term
trips during these 20 years. Early in January this year, Professor
Nieh invited me to go to Myanmar for a short-term service trip.
Although he did not know all the details of the trip, him and his
wife were very happy to sign up and go. This opportunity gave
me the chance to observe and learn new experiences so I can
prepare for the next short-term service trip.

The short-term trip was held at Namsalup, which is geographi-
cally located in the mountains of northern Myanmar. On March
22nd, after we finished work,

we flew to Myanmar on a late '

flight and began the short-
term trip. At 11 o'clock that
night, we arrived at Yangon
Airport. We took a domes-
tic flight to Lashio at noon
the next day, and then drove =
to Mubang, which is not far E
from Namsalup. The main =
road is the China-Myanmar border. Mubang is such a busy and
dusty place that soon I became a “dirtman.” After we arrived in
Mubang that afternoon, we visited a family who had immigrated
to the city from the countryside. They lived in a shack built with
metal sheets and their lives extremely poor. The surrounding
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residents also lived very simply. My first impression of Mubang is
that they are truly poor!

The next day, we attended Sunday worship at the Namsa-
lup Lisu Christian Church. The children in the Hope Student
Center wore their uniforms and welcomed us, shaking our hands
one by one, and smiled on their face with joy and happiness.
When it was time for worship, although they don’'t understand
the message behind the songs, they sang very nicely and in tune.
This is thanks to James Frazer, who developed the Lisu language.
He thought outside of the box
and used the 26 English letters
and flipped them upside down
to double the number of let-
¥ ters, thus shortening the length
§ of the words and forming the
language that is easy to learn
and remember. Over the next
4 days of camp, brothers
and sisters and children sang
beautiful hymns and danced beautiful dances everyday. I passed
out candy to everyone, taught children how to build paper
planes, cut paper stars, and played games. Gradually, I got to
know and bond with the brothers and sisters and children, and
deeply felt the kindness and joy in their hearts, and their thirst to
pursue the gospel.

However, due to poverty and a weak education system, many
children dropout of school when they are young. Girls get
married early and boys go out to work. After becoming a fam-
ily, they lack the ability to make money and better their lives.
Some people risk drug trafficking and some abuse drugs.
From generation to generation, this tragedy is repeated.
Therefore, we have seen both the need to evangelize and the
need for education to improve their ability to work and live.
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Fortunately, with the help
of some American and Chi-
nese churches, the children of
' the Namsalup Hope Student
Center move into a beautiful
two-story building, where they
can live safely and learn with
peace of mind.

The short-term team consisted
of 9 people, 5 of whom are from the United States and 4 from
China. As the leader, Ms. Chou best served everyone. Let us
deeply understand the example of Jesus, “The Son of Man did
not come to be served, but to serve”. What particularly touched
me is when we arrived at Yangon Airport, it was already 11PM,
yet she came to meet us personally. Teacher Nieh preached
everyday and constantly adjusted the content to better reflect
the congregation. Mrs. Nieh kept thinking of how to enter-
tain the children with new games day and night; Mrs. Li taught
special techniques and gave the most professional train-
ing to the Sunday school teacher; Brother Li preached and led
many ice-breaking games; Li Xiaomei was responsible for the
financial work of the short-term team, and is well-organized;
and Crystal took photos and videos to capture the most exciting
moments. Thank God, may we team up with one another, and
become a family in Christ.

The biggest impression this trip left is that you
can only see the needs of heaven when you
only go outside of your comfort zone. In order
to have a closer relationship with God, You can
learn through Jesus’ examples.
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Matthew 25:1-13 describes how the kingdom of heaven is like
the parable of the ten virgins. “The foolish ones took their lamps
but did not take any oil with them. The wise ones, however, took
oil in jars along with their lamps.”

After Worship Service on the Lord’'s Day, a faithful sister who
had been a Christian for many years rushed toward me. She
seemed very anxious and wanted to know how to evangelize her
seriously ill relatives. She asked which verses could be used to
comfort them. As I talked with her, I noticed that she had almost
written out every word and verse that I said. I asked her, "Why?”
She replied, “I am afraid that I will forget it!" I believe that few
keep close to God and read Scripture during times of peace and
only turn to God when they immediately need help. So many
Christians live like this across churches today!

The Lord continues to remind those who follow Him that He
will come again. But how many people are actually convinced of
this and prepare? Geologists predict that there will be a strong
earthquake in California within 30 years and the government
constantly warns the public to prepare first-aid kits. How many
people actually believe and prepare? In Matthew 25:1-13, the
parable of the ten virgins to reminds those
who follow the Lord to be ready at all times.
No one knows the time when He returns ex-
cept the Lord himself, so stay alert. John 15:5
says, "I am the vine; you are the branches. If
you remain in me and I in you, you will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do noth-
ing.” Christians are called to stay in connection to the Lord, to
shine with the Lord, and to bear fruit. That way, when the Lord
returns for the second time, we may sit with the Lord.

(Continue on P32)
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(Editor's Note, continue)

totally abnormal to others in another culture. At the end of the day,
we all need the love of Christ and Jesus does not care about the foot-
wear we choose.

In this issue, we want you to step into the shoes of the local people
of Myanmar. President Betty Chou discusses the importance of edu-
cation amidst poverty and drugs, while some volunteers share their
experiences of going to Myanmar for the first time. This issue also
features a testimony from Pastor Cao, Go and Love’s partner from the
Hope Student Center in Myanmar.

Romans 10:15 states, “How beautiful are the feet
of those who bring good news!” Let us continue to
spread this good news to people who are near and
far, young and old, and similar and different from us.

(New Life, continue)
When you leave the rehab center, flowers and trees come into
view. You can see the crops and vegetables they farm. I can't
help but sigh, “There are so many leaves and flowers, just like the
Garden of Eden!” I want to express in my heart
is that this place is really like the Garden of Eden
where God is walking along with these group of
people, giving them a new life. I hope that the life
of the second Adam will cover this land of hope.

(Stay Ready, continue)

Prayer:

1. As Christians, let us continue to be prepared for the return
of Christ.

2. Let us diligently work, evangelize, and disciple those around us.
3. Pray for wisdom and power.
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